Be watchful! Be alert!
SUNDAY I OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29 (Mk 13,33-37)

Jesus invites us to be careful to keep watch. The supervision is twofold. The first concerns our person. One is vigilant, one is careful, remaining in the Law of Christ Jesus, growing in grace and wisdom, in justice and truth. Saint Paul gives this rule to the Corinthians: “We cause no one to stumble in anything, in order that no fault may be found with our ministry; on the contrary, in everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God, through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left; through glory and dishonor, insult and praise. We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful; as unrecognized and yet acknowledged; as dying and behold we live; as chastised and yet not put to death; as sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having nothing and yet possessing all things.” (2Cor 6,3-10). Those who do not live this rule certainly do not pay attention or watch. They let themsevels be carried away by their vices and do nothing but walk according to the flesh.
The second vigilance and attention concerns those who are in charge of the care of the Lord’s flock. Pope, Bishops, Presbyters must watch over the whole flock entrusted to them. Here is another warning from Paul: “Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come among you, and they will not spare the flock. And from your own group, men will come forward perverting the truth to draw the disciples away after them. So be vigilant and remember that for three years, night and day, I unceasingly admonished each of you with tears. And now I commend you to God and to that gracious word of his that can build you up and give you the inheritance among all who are consecrated.” (Act 20,28-32). If the shepherd falls from the truth, the whole flock will fall. From the truth and charity of the Shepherd is the truth and charity of the flock. Today the Lord’s flock is in the greatest confusion because no one is watching over it. Each sheep feels abandoned to itself. Every Christian makes his own truth and establishes his own spiritual, moral rules of any other kind. 

At that time, Jesus told his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

St. Peter gives this rule to priests, so that they can be true shepherds of the flock entrusted to them: “So I exhort the presbyters among you, as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of Christ and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed. Tend the flock of God in your midst, [overseeing] not by constraint but willingly, as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly. Do not lord it over those assigned to you, but be examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” (1Pt 5,1-4). While St. Paul teaches how he watched over himself: “Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew to win over Jews. To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it.” (1Cor 9,19-23). Whoever does not watch over himself will never be able to watch over others. Being an obligation to watch over others, it is more than necessary to watch over yourself. Without vigilance we do not enter the eternal kingdom of God, we do not help others to enter it. We condemn our brothers to eternal perdition for grave omission.

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us vigilant for ourselves, thus, to be so also for others.
